
To: Hague, Mark[Hague.Mark@epa.gov]; Carey, Curtis[Carey.Curtis@epa.gov]; Brincks, 
Mike[brincks.mike@epa.gov] 
Cc: Juett, Lynn[Juett.Lynn@epa.gov]; Stoy, Alyse[Stoy.Aiyse@epa.gov] 
From: Peterson, Mary 
Sent: Sun 10/25/2015 7:15:35 PM 
Subject: Fwd: Bridgeton Grass Fire Response- Update 

Forwarding Toms update. I am driving back to KC for the 500 call. 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Mahler, Tom" 
Date: October 25, 2015 at 2:03:38 PM CDT 
To: "Peterson, Mary" 
Cc: "Williams, David (R7)" "Hayes, Scott" 

"Vann, Bradley" "Juett, Lynn" 
"Stoy, Alyse" 

Subject: Bridgeton Grass Fire Response - Update 

WLLFOIA4312- 009- 0118492 



WLLFOIA4312- 009- 0118493 



Plans for the day: 

Meet a republic services representative at the Bridgeton landfill to get access. 

Collect GPS track of bum area and the internal Westlake fence line. 

Perform a gamma screening of bum area with micro R meter (gamma only). 

Collect three soil samples, one from bum area, one from lowest/most down gradient edge of 
bum area, and one from a down gradient location (run off pathway). 
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Each sample will be screened with a pancake probe (gamma/beta). 

Samples will be dropped off at Test America lab first thing Monday morning. Typical tum 
around time for lab data is 10 days. We will ask for quick tum around but I won't know 
more info on that time until Monday. It's unlikely that RERT can provide data faster but I 
will check with them Monday morning. 

I'm waiting on additional details about air monitoring that was conducted by Pattonville FD. 
I'll send any information I find ASAP. 

I will also plan to stage a radeco high volume air sampler, air filters, and a Ludlum 3030 
alpha/beta drawer counter at the Fenton office. These instruments could be utilized during 
future events at landfill where there is potential for release of radioactive particulates into 
the air. 

I will check in again when this is complete. 

Tom 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Oct 25, 2015, at 6:41 AM, Peterson, Mary wrote: 
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1. 

As you all heard, Adam was on-site early this evening. He was able to meet up with 
Mike Ruddy (MDNR) and hear what he observed as the grass fire was going on and 
while it was being put out. Mike confirmed with Adam that the AreaRae network 
MDNR runs which measures gamma radiation did not show anything above 
background during or after the fire was put out. At the time Adam was on-site, no 
members of the public or first responders were on or near the scene of the fire. 
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I understand that I am going to coordinate with Lavanche and the Pattonville FD 
tomorrow. I will find out if any air monitoring has been done and get their information 
as to what they did to respond to this fire. I also plan to meet up with Mike Ruddy. 
According to Adam, Mike will be in the MDNR trailer across the street throughout the 
day. I have spoken with Dave Kinroth who is the START R1 for this weekend. He is 
planning to meet me around 8:00-8:30 tomorrow morning. 

Once I gather whatever information is left to collect about the events of today, I plan to 
evaluate the appropriateness of three different courses of action: 

1. Confirm the location of the fire and its proximity to Area 1 and/or known RIM 

a. I could do this with a simple site walk 

b. I could also take a GPS track of the fire location and plot that on a map 

c. If it can be determined that the location of the fire does not have potential to 
impact RIM, then this would eliminate the need for additional investigation. I would 
just drop some of the air monitoring equipment I brought at the Fenton office and start 
to head home. 

2. If it is determined that there is a potential for this fire to have impacted RIM, 
there are two possible ways that RIM could have potentially been mobilized. 

a. Particulates could have been carried off with the smoke while the fire was 
burning in the direction of the wind. 

1. These 
materials have since landed on the ground as the fire has long since been extinguished. 

b. Particulates could have been washed down gradient from fluids applied to the fire 
area while it was being extinguished. 

1. These area 
will likely be easy to identify by sight. 

c. If necessary I could collect some number of samples from the fire area to 
determine whether any RIM was present which could have been affected by the fire. I 
could also collect samples from any low lying areas where runoff may have occurred 
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from the firefighting fluids. 

3. If it is determined that there is no potential for the fire to have come in contact 
with RIM but there is still concern that the activities of the first responders may have 
had the potential to impact an area with RIM: 

a. I could collect soil samples just from the low lying areas where firefighting 
fluids may have drained from. 

That's my plan of action as I see it right now. I will still have to work out a sampling 
plan and QAPP should number 2 or number 3 be chosen. Looking forward to hearing 
your thoughts. I'll probably be headed to the MDNR trailer and/or the land fill 
sometime between 7:00 and 8:00 but I will make sure to be available for any calls that 
need to take place. James provided me with contact information for several republic 
services contractors that will likely be on-site as well as Brian Powers. I believe he 
also let Brian know that I would be coming by. 

Tom 
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